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Melchites

seat  of  the  Megaric school  of  philosophy.

Megatherium, an extinct fossil edantate of
large size, allied to the existing sloths and
ant-eaters. It was as large as an elephant.

Megiddo, or Meggiddo, ancient fortified
city, in the plain of Esdraelon, Palestine, ig
m. s.e. of Nazareth. Solomon restored the
fortifications.

Meiklejohn, Alexander (1872- ),
Am. educator, born Rochdale, Eng.; ed. at
Brown and Cornell; dean of Brown (1901-
12); pres. of Amherst Col. (1912-24); prof,
at U. of Wis. (1926-33); St. John's (1940- ),

Meissonier, Jean Louis Ernest (1815-
91), the most famous 'small master' of the
modern French school of painting. About
seventy-five of his smaller paintings are
owned in the U. S.

Meistersingers, or Meistersanger, Ger-
man minstrels of the artisan class who formed
themselves into guilds in order to revive the
national minstrelsy.

Mekinez, or Miknes, tn., Morocco, con-
tains the summer residence of the sultan and
the Mulai Ismael mosque. Leather and earth-
enware are manufactured; p. 37,000.

Mekong, sometimes given as Cambodia
R., the principal artery of Indo-China, 2,800
miles long, has its source in Tibet, and event-
ually divides into two great arms, the upper
one of which discharges into the China Sea
by five mouths, while the lower reaches the
sea by the Kua-Bassac estuary.

Melampus, in ancient Greek legend, the
first mortal who acquired prophetic powers.
He cured the daughters of Prcetus, king of
Argos, of madness.

Melancholia, a form of insanity in which
the patient loses interest in his surroundings,
and becomes morbidly self-absorbed. He may
be pursued by fear of social or financial ruin,
or of eternal wrath in the world to come. In
a classification of mental diseases this form
is included under manic-depressive insanity.

Melanchthon, Philip (1497-1560), Ger-
man reformer. After Luther's death, by com-
mon consent he became leader of the Luth-
erans. His most popular publication was
Loci Communes Rerum Theologtcarwn
(1521).

Melanesia, islands in Pacific Ocean, n.e. of
Australia, so-called from dark color of na-
tives. They include the Solomon, Santa Cruz,
and New Hebrides Archipelagoes; the Loyal-
ty group, New Caledonia, and the Fiji Is-
lands.

Melanite, a black variety of garnet.

Melba,  Dame Nellie  (1861-1931), Aus-

tralian prima donna, born Helen Porter Mit-
chell, in Melbourne, was one of the world's
greatest singers. She sang at Covent Garden
1888. Her first appearance in the United
States was in 1893. She sang in concert for
some years, and was with the Chicago Opera
Company in 1917. After 1918 she taught in
her native city.

Dame Nellie Melba

Melbourne, city, capital of Victoriaj Aus-
tralia. It is the second largest city in Aus-
tralia, and an important railway and com-
mercial center. The city is well laid out, with
broad, well lighted streets and many public
parks and gardens. The port of Melbourne
is 2}-2 miles distant. There are dry docks at
Melbourne and a graving dock at Williams-
town, on the opposite side of Hobson's Bay.
A large share of Australia's commerce passes
through Melbourne, the leading exports be-
ing frozen meat, wool, dairy products, fruit,
wine, and grain. Flour, bricks, soap, boots,
clothing, woolen goods, and leather are man-
ufactured. Melbourne was settled in 1835.
The first Federal Parliament of the Australian
Commonwealth met in Melbourne in 1901,
and the city was the capital of the Common-
wealth until 1927; p. 1,018,000.
Melbourne, William Lamb, Second Vis-
count (1779-1848), English statesman, is re-
membered chiefly for his kindly devotion to
the young queen, Victoria, who ascended the
throne during his premiership (1837).
Melchites, a name originally given to the
Egyptian orthodox Christians in the fifth
century, now denoting the Christians of Sy-
ria, Palestine, and Egypt, who employ the
Greek rites, but hold the doctrines and ac-